splen. According to this view of its physiology, the connexion of dropsical complaints with the existence of lesions of the Spleen was readily accounted for. It is a curious fact that in the Hindoo medical writings?the antiquity of which is so great that it has been very reasonably conjectured that much of the knowledge of the Greek physicians was derived from them? the function of the spleen is alleged to be the preparation of, and more especially the addition of the red globules to, the blood.* Galen was much less fortunate in his conjectures on this subject: he supposed that the office of the viscus was " to attract the viscid and melancholic juices generated in the Liver." The Arabian physicians adopted with certain modifications this view of the question; but it is not to be denied that, however On the 13th of August, (a month from the date of his admission into the hospital,) an incision was made down to the peritoneum, an inch and a half below the margin of the ribs, and a seton inserted. In the course of a few days, a copious thick, green, and foetid purulent discharge escaped from the side of the seton, and the enlargement of the liver was very manifestly diminished. On the 27th, the report states that there was a slight natural discharge from the seton, and that the size of the liver was nearly reduced to its normal condition. In other three weeks, the patient was declared convalescent. The following practical remarks are appended by the narrator, Dr. John Murray, to the preceding history.* " In this case I am confident abscess existed before the patient's last admission ; and had the swelling not been so near the situation of the gall-bladder, a preparatory incision down to the peritoneum would have been made on the 17th of July; but having seen a distended gall-bladder as large as the tumour then was, and finding that it diminished by the means used, I was induced to defer the operation. Irregularity in diet caused a relapse. After which there was no doubt in the diagnosis; but as the effect of internal remedies had been so satisfactory in the first instance, they were again tried. After I made the incision into the integuments and inserted the seton for the purpose of bringing on adhesion between the liver and peritoneum, the tumour again diminished in such a manner as to induce me to delay making any puncture; and on the afternoon of the 27th August the abscess burst through the part where the incision was made, and where adhesion had evidently taken place; after which the patient's restoration to health has been progressive, and I have no doubt of a favourable termination. " The abscess should have been punctured on the 15th or 16th of August; and though the delay led to no unfavourable consequences in this case, I by no means recommend my example to be followed; for when the walls of the sac become thin, there is no knowing when and where it may give way, and if the abscess had burst into the cavity of the peritoneum, the patient would have inevitably died, and I should have been to blame for indecision in my practice, after the light which has lately been thrown on this subject." 130. We take leave of Dr. Webb with the highest esteem for his talents, and look forward with pleasure to the appearance of the second part of his Pathologia Indica. It contains more valuable matter in its small compass than a dozen of the ordinary run of medical works, that now-a-days issue from the press in this country.
